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MLK Day
means
serwce

- "By Natalla Mlelczarek
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~‘ Grace ]ohnson»Bann could sleep in on Monday, ,
. surfthe Internet and watch TV.
. Instead she and dozens of others will grab pamt— L

 HANDS on‘

_local agency that helps ‘,

__volunteers find service

__ opportunities. To find

- out more about service

_ day on Martin Luther

- ngJr Day or other

projects, call 298-1108
orgoto www.hon.org.

can be a httle bit hke h1m
of feurness and equality;’

_brushes and beautify

_the Nashville Rescue

Mission in observance

' of Martin Luther King

Day.

A day off work for~
many, the third Mon-
day in January !
become knownasaday !,

_of service across the

country, endorsed by
King’s widow, Coretta
Scoft King, and Presi-
dent Barack Obama.
“Tt gives me a good
feeling to say that today,
- in honor of this man, I
by working toward a goal

said Grace, a senior at

Hunters Lane High School She S also a member of ‘,

»» HANDS, 5N "
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‘Work will

honor King

» HANDS FROMaPAGE
N

the Youth Volunteer Corps
of America; a national
organization that connects
teenagers with community
service,

“His goal was to have
people united and bave fair
treatment, and he reached

some of his goals through

the civil, rights movement,
‘but there’s still injustice in
the world. In honor of him,
we should work together to
get rid of the injustice.”

fMore than one day L

The murals that Grace,
-local artist Anthony Billups
and. volunteers paint
will adorn hallways and the

dining room at the down-.

_town Nashville Rescue Mis-
sion, which provides food,
shelter and spiritual guid-
ance to the homeless.

The ' effort - is part of
Hands on Nashville's day of
service on MLK Day. It's
also an opportunity to moti-

.-vate folks to start 2010 with
doing good deeds for others
— and keep at it.

“It's a day on, not a day
off? said Lisa Davis with
Hands on Nashville, a local
group that helps people find
volunteering opportunities,

“For_us, especially being
in the South, it's so impor-
tant to honor his legacy and
his wishes to engage the
community in service and
that everybody can make a
difference, and everybody
can be the change. We're
hoping that all of this serv-
ice and this momentum to
serve continues throughout
thevear.”

That's the message that
Atlanta’s  King = Center,
established by Coretta Scott
King, advocates.

o “tisadayof ‘olunteer-
ing to feed the hungry, reha-
bilitate housmg, tutoring'

"those who can’t read, men-
toring atrisk youngsters,
consoling:  the  broken-

" hearted and a thousand
other projects for building
-the beloved community of

" his dream” reads Scott
- King’s quote on the center's
Web site.

“We call you to com-

“memorate this holiday by
making your personal com-

. mitment to serve humanity

T .
Kelsey Horak and Hannah
Oakley sorted shoes for
Soles4Souls as part of
Global Youth Serwce Day
April 25, sUBMITTED PHOTO

with: the vibrant spirit of ::
unconditional love that was -
his preatest strength, and
which empowered all of the -~
great victories of his leader-
Sh.lp .

Message of hobe

The dining hall mural at
the: mission' will ‘portray
Jesus: feeding the hungry, -
said Lee Ann Dichtel, mis-
sion’s special events coordi-
nator.

“If you've ever been inthe
mission, it:can look a bit

-institutional so we're trying

to lighten up the place; give
it some life,” she said.

“You think about some of.
the people and where they
came from, and to. have
these white walls to look at,
it’s not really encouraging.
This sends a message to
them that others care.”

Like Rosa Guzman, a sen-
ior at Hume-Fogg: Magnet
High School, who will par-
ticipate in the MIK service
day for the first time, she
said.: :

“We've made a lot of
progress, but there's room
for improvement” said
Rosa, also a member. of the
Youth Volunteer: Corps of
America. :

“In Nashville, it’s a racial-
income type. issue. Also, in
middle  school, people
would only sit with other
people who were the same.
We need to reach out to
each other and learn that we
might look different but
share _many things in com-
mon.” :
Contact Natalla Mielczarek at 259

8079.0r
nmielczarek@tennessean,com,




